
Esquimalt Church of the Nazarene – A Timeline 

 

• Fall of 1950 – Clarence and Kay Morden rented the old firehall in 

Esquimalt to use for Sunday School classes and Wednesday evening hobby 

groups for the teens. The Sunday School attendance grew to 60 – 70 children of 

all ages. 

• 1953, Dr. Edward Lawlor, the District Superintendent, gave the signal 

to the Mordens to search for land for a new church building. Rev. Harold and 

Cora MacMillan arrived to help. 

• Two properties were found – one at 886 Craigflower Rd. and the other 

just down the street at the corner of Tillicum and Craigflower. Once 886 

Craigflower was purchased, Rev. Weldon Bull and a crew of volunteers built the 

new church building. 

• September 5, 1954 – Esquimalt Church of the Nazarene officially 

opened its doors at the new 886 location. 

• 1954 – Rev. F. T. Clark began his service as the church's first pastor. 

• December 12, 1954 – A dedication service was held for the new church. 

• In June 1955, Rev. Clark retired and returned to his home in Ireland. 

• 1955 -  Rev. Wayne and Ruth Munro began their ministry at Esquimalt 

Church of the Nazarene. 

• 1956 - Rev. and Mrs. J. R. Spittal took over for the Munro's when they 

moved to Port Alberni to pastor the church there. 

• 1957–1967 – Rev. Olive Kilshaw pastored the church for many years. 

She lived in the little apartment attached to the sanctuary. The current church 

coffee area, office and pastor's study are where her little apartment was located. 

• 1968 - Rev. and Mrs. Norman Falk were called to pastor the church. He 

and his family moved in to the newly purchased parsonage at 900 Craigflower 

Rd. 

• 1970 – The Falks moved to Alberta and, one month later, Rev. David 

and Sherri Sellick came to pastor the church. 

• 1970 -  The church moved right into a Building programme and in two 

years, the church had more than doubled its seating capacity. 

• 1972-76 – Rev. Bob and Joyce Shafto moved up from Yreka, 

California, with their four children, to be our new pastors. 

• Difficult Times - The church had a down turn in growth at this time 

with many people leaving the congregation. By 1976, the District Advisory 

Board began to discuss the possibility of closing the Esquimalt Church of the 



Nazarene. 

• 1976-1981 - Rev. Mel and Lorna Tucker became our new pastors. The 

church grew rapidly. The last wedding he performed in our church was for Colin 

and Glenda Leavett-Brown in August of 1981. 

• 1982 – Colin and Lorna Lewry, Salvation Army officers living in 

Esquimalt but unassigned at that time, supplied the Esquimalt Church of the 

Nazarene pulpit for a year after the Tuckers left. 

• August 1983 – 1990 – Rev. Leonard and Dot Hemphill, with their 

young family, served as our pastors until they moved to Alberta. 

• 1991 – Robin and Jackie Richardson served as pastors. 

• 1992 – John and Doreen Greenwood came to be our pastors at a time 

when the church was once again in danger of having to close its doors. In 1994, 

John became ill and was not able to continue so Doreen stepped into the role as 

pastor until 1998. 

• 1995-2003 – Safe Harbour Christian School, under the principalship of 

Mrs. Lorraine Thompson, opened its doors and held classes in the basement of 

the church. In 2003, the school moved to the old parsonage building at High 

Point Salvation Army church in Vic West where it continued until the school's 

closure in 2006. 

• 1998 – to the present – Rev. Barry and Janette Goodwin and family 

moved from Calgary to pastor the Esquimalt Church of the Nazarene. 

• 2003 - Pastor Barry Gill (Associate Pastor) with his wife Barbara 

joined the church in 2003 

• 2004 – Pastor Barry, with the help of Pastor Larry Gill, led the 

renovation and upgrading of the church building. A Work and Witness team 

from California came to re-roof the church and also prepare the kitchen for its 

upgrade. 

• 2008 - Pastor Gill and his wife resigned from the church in 2008 to 

help plant a new church in the city. 

• 2009 - Jong Chae ( Abraham) Woo and his wife Sunwoo Park 

(Suzanna) joined the church in 2009. They are in Canada preparing to become 

missionaries to North Korea. Abraham took on the position of Associate Pastor 

with a direct focus on Korean youth   
 
 
 
 
 


